STRATEGIES

· Act out or use objects
· Make a picture, diagram, Venn diagram, or graph
· Make an organized list or table
· Guess and check (3 guesses)
· Use or look for a pattern
· Work Backward
· Use Logical Reasoning
· Make it simpler
· Use a formula or write a proportion
In general, problems are not supposed to be easy.  Do what good mathematicians do:  KEEP ON TRYING and THINK about strategies to help you solve the problem.  If what you try first doesn’t work, don’t worry, just look at what you’ve done, keep asking yourself questions and make another try.  This happens all the time to the best problem solvers.  

If you do not understand the problem, try these ideas:

· Read the problem again slowly.

· Picture in your mind what’s happening in the problem.  Study any illustrations, charts, or diagrams that are included in the problem.

· Take notes or draw pictures to help.

· Look up any words or symbols you don’t know.
4-Step Problem Solving Process
1.  FIND OUT
· Read the problem.

· What is the question asking?
· Mark important information (key words and facts).

· Cross out information not needed.

· Reread the problem.

· What do I already know that relates to the topic of the problem?

· Estimate the answer.

2.  CHOOSE A STRATEGY
· Have I ever done a problem like this before?  How did I solve it?

· Can I break the problem into smaller parts?

· Do I need to use more than one strategy?
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3.  SOLVE IT
· Show ALL work.

· Does the plan seem to be moving toward the solution?

· Do I need to try another strategy?

· What is the solution? What should the solution look like?

4.  LOOK BACK
· Reread the question.

· Did I  answer the question?

· Does my  answer make sense?

· Did I  label the answer correctly?
