
 
Letter from your Principal 

 
Dear Wayland-Cohocton Families,  

 

Happy February! This already short month becomes even shorter with the added break 

for our students from Monday, February 20th through Friday, February 24th. Before and after that break 

our faculty, staff and students will continue working hard to meet the individual and grade level goals 

that have been set. When I reflect on what we are working on and the path we are going down to enrich 

the lives and    education of our children…I couldn’t be more excited and committed, feeling strongly 

and passionately that the path we are going down is the right one. I would like to share (below) two of 

the main priority areas for our building during the next few months.  

 

Discussion & Training Around the New Common Core Standards We have been using two Faculty 

Meetings and 3 Thursday Early Dismissals each month to look closely at the New Common Core     

Standards that will now guide our instruction. Math has been our first focus and if you were a fly on the 

ceiling in our building you would hear discussions about the importance of a more narrow focus for our 

students when it comes to math instruction and the teaching and learning of foundational skills that are 

taught with coherence between grade levels, producing mathematically fluent children with a deep   un-

derstanding that is evident by their ability to apply what they have learned in many different types of real 

life situations. We are examining not only what is most important for our children to learn at each grade, 

but also the intensity and duration around that teaching and (arguably most importantly) the          

different opportunities we are giving our students to apply their learning in various real life     situ-

ations. If you are interested in learning about the New Common Core Standards and the shift of thinking 

that is involved with the roll out of these standards, please check out www.engageny.org !  

 

 Deep Reflection and Accountability When it Comes to the Instruction of Each and Every Lesson: 
Our teachers are being asked to look closely at their own instruction and choose at least one focus area 

that they would like to make a priority  for improvement and I (as an instructional leader) am            

committing myself to numerous, unannounced, daily “mini-observations” to increase professional     

conversations about these areas and serve as facilitator between teachers, promoting sharing/feedback of 

best practices/ideas gathered from those “mini-observations.” Whether individuals choose to focus on 

improving their knowledge of the content, the way they deliver directions/procedures, the quality of 

questions they use to elicit higher level thinking from students, the selection of instructional materials 

used in lessons…or more…we (as a team) will be making reflection on our practice and improvement of 

our skills a priority.  

 

 I am reminded daily of the following quote: “Unless commitment is made, there are only promises and hopes; 

but no plans.” We continue to make commitments…turning our promises into realities and allowing the hopes we 

share for our children to be reached. Thanks for your voice, support and positive communication as we continue 

down our path.             

 

–Mrs. Murray  
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ATTENTION WAYLAND-COHOCTON FAMILIES 

 

 

Are you interested in learning about topics such as:  

¶ #THKCHMF BGHKCQDM½R RDKE DRSDDL 

¶ Handling conflicts with your child  

¶ Ways to give your child more responsibility  

¶ How to encourage children to show their emotions  

¶ How to find out what interests your child and ways to support those  

    interests 

¶ 8@XR SN yOQ@HRD SGD ONRHSHUDx @MC ATHKC @ QDK@SHNMRGHO VHSG XNTQ 

child at the same time 

¶ And much, much more! 

tSGDM INHM .QRq .TQQ@X NMBD @ LNMSG ENQ QDK@WHMFu NODM CHRBTRRHNMR 

@MC SGD RG@QHMF NE HMENQL@SHNMu SGNTFGSR @MC HCD@R @S y4L@KK 5NVM 

4STCX )@KKx BNLHMF RNNM{ 

 

Details are being worked out but we are looking at:  

¶ 0EEDQHMF 'QDD $GHKC $@QD CTQHMF y4L@KK 5NVM 4STCX )@KKx 

¶ )@UHMF y4L@KK 5NVM 4STCX )@KKx AD MN LNQD SG@M @M GNTQ NM DHSGDQ @ VDDJ 

night or a weekend morning, once or so a month  

¶ Having this be informal and based on a limitless list of topics that the 

group creates. 

¶ Run on a trial bases, depending on interest and availability of our families.  

Please let us know your interest level by completing and returning the slip below 

to Mrs. Murray!  

 

 

 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````  

 

Name ______________________Child ____________________Phone______________ 

 

____I am not HMSDQDRSDC @S SGHR SHLD HM y4L@KK 5NVM 4STCX )@KKx  

 

____I am HMSDQDRSDC HM y4L@KK 5NVM 4STCX )@KKx ATS OKD@RD BNMRHCDQ SGD  

following when you pick dates/times for the meetings  

 

1. The best week night(s) for me: _______________________________ 

 

2. The best evening time for me: ________________________________ 

 

3. I would need child care (circle one)    yes     no 
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We Honor Youé 

The 4
th

 Grade ñInterview Committeeò Helping Find The 

Best Math AIS Teacher for Cohocton 
 

A few weeks ago we said ñgood byeò to Mr. Petraitis from our building as 

Math AIS Teacher and wished him luck as he transferred to Wayland   

Middle School for a 6th grade ELA position, resulting in the need to conduct 

interviews to hire the best replacement for Cohocton. As we began the first 

round of interviews we decided to include some of our 4th grade students, 

considering many of them would be working directly with whom ever this 

new hire would be. This committee of ñminiò interviewers had to come up 

with what they considered to be a ñjob descriptionò for the teaching role 

and then brainstorm a list of questions that they felt would give them a true 

sense of each candidate. In small groups the students asked their questions, 

gave each candidate a tour of our building (in the most professional      

manner) and then met with their teacher to compile their thoughts and    

finally cast THEIR vote for hire.  

 

Although the            

interview process is 

not yet complete and a 

decision has not yet 

been made-one thing 

is for certain! Each 

candidate from Round 

#1 couldnôt speak 

more highly of our 4th 

grade interview     

committee and the 

wonderful example 

they set of our school 

and students as a 

whole!  

 

We Honor Youé 
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Tell Us What You Learned and Liked About Being on an Interview 
Committeeé 

  
y* KHJDC SG@S NMD NE SGD SD@BGDQR BNTKCM½S EHFTQD NTS SGD L@SG OQNAKDL VD @RJDC{ 

*S V@R ETMMXqx 1@HFD 
  
y* KD@QMDC SG@S XNT RGNTKCM½S @RJ SGDL @ VGNKD ATMBG NE PTDRSHNMRu ITRS SGD  

HLONQS@MS NMDR SG@S SGDX @QD BNLENQS@AKD VHSG{x #@HKDX 
  
y* KD@QMDC SG@S VGDM XNT @QD O@QS NE @M HMSDQUHDV BNLLHSSDD DUDQXNMD G@R SGDHQ 

NVM INA SN CN @MC LHFGS MDDC QDLHMCDQR{x &QHM 
  
y* KHJDC GDKOHMF BGNNRD ADB@TRD * KHJD L@SG SN ADFHM VHSG @MC * FNS SN @RJ SGD 

ODNOKD @ANTS GNV SGDX VNTKC SQD@S TR HE SGDX VDQD SGD NMD SG@S V@R GHQDC{x ,@¥

rissa 
  
y* KHJDC HS ADB@TRD * EDKS KHJD @ FQNVM TO @MC SG@S V@R RNQS@ BNNK{x $@KDA 
  
y* KHJDC HS ADB@TRD VD FNS SN HMSDQUHDV @KK NE SGD @CTKSR{x 5QDUNQ 
  
y* KHJDC HS ADB@TRD VD FNS SN JMNV SGD B@MCHC@SDR @MC FNS SN RGNV SGDL @QNTMC 

SGD RBGNNK SG@S VD @QD OQNTC NE{x "XRKHMM 
  
y* KD@QMDC SG@S VGDM XNT @QD CNHMF RNLDSGHMF KHJD SGHR XNT MDDC SN AD RDQHNTR 

and not joke around and the people who are interviewing need to be honest with 

TR{x 4G@TMS@ 
  
y* KD@QMDC SG@S * BNMMDBS CHEEDQDMSKX VHSG CHEEDQDMS ODNOKD @MC BDQS@HM PT@KHSHDR 

SG@S ODNOKD G@UD L@JD LD KHJD SGDL LNQD SG@M NSGDQ ODNOKD{x +DMMHEDQ 
  
y* KHJDC RGNVHMF SGDL @QNTMC SGD RBGNNK @MC ITRS BGHS-chatting with them to see 

VG@S SGDHQ NSGDQ HMSDQDRSR @QD{x 3@BGDK 
  
y* KHJDC SG@S SGD B@MCHC@SDR VDQD QD@KKX EQHDMCKX @MC DUDM SNKC VGDQD SGDX FQDV                                                                                                                                                                                   

TO @MC VG@S SGDX KHJDC @ANTS RBGNNK{x 0KHUH@  

 
y* JHMC NE KHJDC GNV VD FNS SD@LDC TO @MC SGDM VDQD HM BG@QFD NE @ BDQS@HM  

B@MCHC@SD{x  4@U@MM@ 
  
y* KHJDC GNV .QRq .TQQ@X SQTRSDC TR SN CN SGD INA{x #@HKDX 
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February will see the Library busy with projects.  1st grade classes 
will be writing and illustrating books about weather.  2nd grade 
classes will be doing a research project on Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington.  3rd grade classes will be studying folk         
literature and choosing one of their favorite tales to turn into a 
play and share with some of our younger students.  4th grade  
classes will continue with our literature circle book òThe Journey of 
Edward Tulaneó.  We are about a third of the way into the book and 
the kids are so enjoying it!!  We are having a great time reading 
about Edward and his adventures.  Kindergarten classes will begin 
reading about our friend the groundhog and whether he will see his 
shadow on  Feb. 2nd.  We will celebrate òRead Across Americaó 
week at the end of the month with some fun and new activities.  
Watch for info on keeping track of our reading minutes during  
February break.  
Winter is a great time to curl up with your child and a good book!!  
 

~Mrs. Walker :)  
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February units will include: 
 

Grades K-2: bean bag, pillo polo,  

underhand throwing and cooperative 
games/activities. 

Grades 3-4: volleyball, floor hockey 
and cooperative games/activities. 

 

Mr. Small 

We’re off to a wonderful start to the 2012 school year.  The 4th grade has been studying instruments and 

will be starting band February 6th.  Band is once a week from 7:30 - 9:00 am in the music room at the 

Wayland Elementary building.  There will be transportation provided back to the Cohocton campus like 

it was for Chorus.   

Mondays – Saxophones 

Tuesdays – Clarinets 

Wednesdays – Trumpets 

Thursdays – Trombones and Baritones 

Fridays – Flutes 

The 3rd Grade has been studying China.  We have been working on a musical that we hope to perform 

for the 2nd grade.  Hopefully you will hear some singing around the house about a boy named Tikki Tikki 

Tembo!  Ask them what an adage is?  Ex.  All’s Well that Ends Well!  That’s the Way the Cookie  

Crumble!  Better Late than Never! 

The 2nd Grade has been working on their recorders and they are becoming  fluent with their music  

reading skills!  I’m really impressed at how hard they have been working!  Try to get an extra recorder 

for them to practice at home.  They are welcome to take extra sheets home to show their family and  

practice their performing skills! 

The 1st Grade has been working on a story called “Peter and the Wolf”.  They have been learning that 

musical instruments can be used to tell a story.  We close our eyes and listen to the instrumental music 

tell the story about Peter, Sasha, Sonia, Ivan, the Hunters and a Grey Wolf.  They have been working 

hard to improve their listening skills. 

The Kindergarten  has been working on their music reading skills too!  Wow have they surprised me 

lately.  How exciting to see their reading skills growing!  They have also started work on a mini- musical 

for the end of the year called stone soup!  They can almost sing the first song.  Ask them to perform for 

you.  They are becoming quite the actors and actresses! 
                                                                                                                       Sing-cerely,  Mrs. Parker 



Dear Wayland-Cohocton Families,  

 

I just wanted to send a reminder that our next Monthly Celebration is 

on Friday, March 2nd from 2:00-3:00. This is a time for our whole 

school to STOP and do something  

special to celebrate this great community that we all are a part of! The-

se are always a HUGE hit with the children and this one will be a fan-

tastic way to end our Spirit Week (Dr. Seuss–themed due to his Birth-

day) in honor of Read Across America! We are asking that a 

nyone who volunteers to come and do an activity, please make it 

have something to do with Dr. Seuss or one of his stories!  
 

During this time, children (grades K-4) will be split into “workshops” (of 6-8 kids per 

group) with different faculty, staff and parents from our community that have a special 

activity planned!  Again, for this month, we are asking that anyone who volunteers 

to come and do an activity please make it have something to do with Dr. Seuss or 

one of his stories!  
 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU COME HELP OUT!   If interested, please fill 

out the form below, call or e-mail and we will add you to our list! The children LOVE 

to have their families participate, showing them that school and home are truly work-

ing together to help them do their best and enjoy learning! If you have any questions, 

please call me at 384-5234 or e-mail me at kmurray@wccsk12.org!  

 
Warmly,  

Mrs. Murray 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Name _________________________________ Phone #__________________  

 

_________I am available on Friday, March 2nd from 2:00-3:00 and I would LOVE to 

help out at the “Monthly Celebration.” My idea (related to Dr. Seuss/one of his books) 

is to _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.  

 

I (circle one) would not /would like my own children in my group.  

 

_________I am available and I would LOVE to help out at the “Monthly Celebration” 

but I am not sure what I could do (having to do with Dr. Seuss/one of his books!) Call 

me and help me come up with something!   
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From the Cohocton Computer Lab 

 

Kindergarteners continue to work through the Phonics Alive Program.  First Graders are                 

sharpening up their Word 2010 skills and beginning to do internet searches.  They are learning to take 

pictures from the internet and transfer them into their Word Document. They should soon begin to take 

Accelerated Reader tests!!  Second Graders are also working on Word Documents, but at a higher level, 

learning more of the tools.  They are taking many Accelerated Reader tests and working through the 

Math Facts in a Flash program. 

Third & Fourth Graders are focused on their Type to Learn 4 and working hard on their                      

multiplication in Math Facts in a Flash, as well as Accelerated Reader tests.   

The whole school has been introduced to TumbleBooks and is familiar with the site for their 

reading and listening enjoyment.  Everyone in the school will make a Valentine’s Day Card for                        

someone special. 

  3rd and 4th Graders still have the opportunity to install Type to Learn4 at home. I have 2 copies 

of the program in the lab.  Each copy consists of 2 disks (Disk 1 and Disk 2) that need to be installed on 

your home computer.  I have a check out sheet and instructions for those who would like to borrow the 

disks.  Please have your child ask to check the disks out and return them ASAP for the next 

student.  Several students have already taken advantage of this wonderful offer.   

We’re off to a great start in 2012, 

Mrs. Binnert 

 

Wayland Free Library e-Skills Shop Computer Classes for  

February at the Wayland Public Library  

  
   

 

February 4 12 pm-2 pm Microsoft Word Course I 

February 11 12 pm-2 pm Microsoft Word Course II 

February 18 12 pm-2 pm Microsoft Word Course III 

February 25 12 pm-2 pm Microsoft Word Course IV 

 

To find out specific course content and to register for workshops call 

the 

Library at 728-5380. 

 

We also offer assistance with eReaders, Tablets, iPads, Smart Phones, 

and much more! 
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                     Save the date!!! 

                    March 2
nd 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

(Sponsored by the PTSA) 

 

 
 

             Also, we will celebrate Dr Seussôs 

birthday  

with movies and cake! 

 

Time-6-8 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice 

 

Children 10 and under MUST be  

     accompanied by an adult in the pool area. 

Non-swimmers MUST be accompanied by an  

    adult in the water. 
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This is a report Mrs. Sanborn’s reading group wrote after reading an article about Rosa 

Parks.  Rosa Parks is credited with beginning the Civil Rights Movement led by Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Rosa Parks Makes History 

 In December 1955 Rosa Parks made history.  She boarded a bus in Montgomery, 

Alabama and sat down.  Some white people boarded the bus, but one man had to stand.  

The bus driver yelled at Rosa, “Give that man your seat!”  Rosa Parks refused.  The 

driver warned her that he would call the police.  “You may do that,” Rosa replied.  At 

the next stop she was arrested and taken to the city jail.  Lawyers decided to use Rosa 

Parks to prove that segregation was illegal.  In Montgomery all the African Americans 

boycotted the city buses.  The bus company, as well as the businesses along the bus 

route, began to lose money.  A year later, segregated buses were declared illegal by the 

Supreme Court.  Rosa Parks helped stop segregation in our country. 

 

Written by: Matthew Blaker, Cole Carney, Tyler Slayton and Ryan Stephens 

 Congratulations to the following Kindergarten students who have mastered all 52 capital & lowercase  

letter identification for 3 consecutive times.  They are:  

 

Makayla Rizzeiri  

Mrs. Tyree’s Kindergarten 

class making Gingerbread 

Houses with a little help. 
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February 17ðReading logs come home to keep track 
of reading minutes. 

 
February 17-March 1ðKEEP TRACK OF YOUR  

READING MINUTES!!  How many minutes can we read?? 
 

February 27 ï March 2 ðRead Across America fun begins!!  
 

¶ February 27ðSilly Sock Day -wear your silliest socks! 
(Fox in Socks) 

 
¶ February 28ðHat Day -wear your favorite hat!  

(The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins) 
 

¶ February 29ðItôs Wacky Wednesday!! Wacky Hair Day! 
(Wacky Wednesday) 

 
¶ March 1ðI Did Something Good Today!  Itôs Horton Day! 

(Horton Hears a Who) 
 

¶ March 2ðDr. Seuss Day!! -Dress like the Cat in the Hat! 
(Green Eggs and Ham) 

Letôs celebrate with a breakfast of Green Eggs and Ham and a visit 
from a very special someone!! 

Monthly Celebration in the afternoon 
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12 

February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Ski Club 

2 

Page Turners 

8:00-8:45 

 

Early Dismissal 

 

Dr. Seuss Family 

Swim 

3 4 

5 6   

Board of 

Education 

Mtg 

7 pm LGI 

7 

Page Turners 

3:30-4:30 

8 9 

Page Turners 

8:00-8:45 

 

Early Dismissal 

10 

Early Dismissal 

1:00 pm 

11 

12 

 

Page  

Turners 

1:30-3:30 

13 

Roller Skating 

14 

Page Turners 

3:30-4:30 

15 16 

Page Turners 

8:00-8:45 

 

Early Dismissal 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 

 

Page  

Turners 

1:30-3:30 

27 

Silly Sock 

Day 

28 

Hat Day 

 

Page Turners 

3:30-4:30 

29 

Wacky 

Wednesday 

Day 

March 1 

I Did Something 

Good Day 

 

Page Turners 

3:30-4:20 

March 2 

Dress like the Cat in 

the Hat Day 

 

Happy Birthday 

Dr. Seuss 

 

READ ACROSS AMERICA WEEK  

February Breakð NO SCHOOL 

Keep track of reading minutes!! 


