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Name:_________________

Native Americans Essay



Date: _________________

Overview: You have already read/listened to/watched several Native American legends.  Choose one legend from two different geographic regions for this comparison/contrast essay.  You may choose whichever two legends you wish; however, they must be from two different regions.  Being sure to reference the Native American Charts document you have completed, write the compare/contrast essay described in Your Task.  

Your Task: 


Guidelines:


Be sure to

· Use ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea about various ways cultures have adapted to their environment for survival.

· Use specific and relevant evidence from each passage to develop your controlling idea

· Show how each legend supports the controlling idea

· Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

· Use language that communicates ideas effectively

· Follow the conventions of standard written English


General Essay Hints:

Introduction:

You need to first establish the controlling idea described in the task.  Do this by discussing it in general first (hopefully about 5-7 sentences) and then end your introduction with your thesis statement (mentioning both works and how you plan to use them).

Body Paragraphs:

Decide how you want to organize the body of your essay.  Do you want to discuss one work entirely before going on to the second work?  Or, do you want to discuss one aspect of each story alternately?  

Conclusion:

Opposite of your introduction, you need to begin your conclusion with a specific statement (rewording your thesis statement) and end with a general discussion of the controlling idea (5-7 sentences).  

Additional Notes:

· Evoke strong emotion from your reader…make them cry, laugh, or scream.  Shock them or push them to think about something they haven’t before.  Think of how television hooks us.  They know what will get a reaction and make you tune in.  Play the same game with your reader. (Keeping it appropriate, however…There is no five-second delay and, as we know, “malfunctions” can be as detrimental as the Clearasil guy.)

· The general discussion mentioned above is sometimes the most difficult to write, but it is almost always the best portion of the essay because it is what separates your writing from someone else’s writing, giving you voice in your writing (and keeping your reader from falling asleep! ()  

· Also, bring the general discussion into the body paragraphs some.  This makes great transitional sentences to start and end your paragraphs with.

· Avoid too much plot summary.  The task does not ask for a simple summary of two works.  You are supposed to do two things at once in this essay (and most essays, too!).  1) You need to prove that you read and understood it and 2) You need to use the stories to prove your argument (your thesis).

After you have read/listened to/watched the Native American legends, write a unified essay about various ways cultures adapt to their environment for survival as is show through legends.  In your essay, use ideas from both legends to establish a controlling idea about the ways cultures have adapted to their environment.  Using evidence from each passage, develop your controlling idea and show how this is shown in the legends you have chosen.





Check out the hints


on the next page








