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The Virginia House of Burgesses

Source: http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1151.html
1. According to the document, what was the purpose of the Virginia House of Burgesses?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Source: http://www.u-s-history.com
1. According to the document, what was the purpose of the Virginia House of Burgesses?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2. How was the House of Burgesses a step towards colonial independence?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. How was the House of Burgesses similar to our democratic form of government today?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
In July 1619, a meeting of the House of Burgesses was held in Jamestown, the first such assembly in the Americas. The initial session accomplished little, however; it was cut short by an outbreak of malaria. The assembly comprised 22 members who represented the following constituencies: 


The governor, who was appointed to his position by the company officials in London 


The governor’s council, six prominent citizens selected by the governor 


The burgesses (representatives) from various locales, initially the larger plantations and later in Virginia history from the counties. 


The House of Burgesses was empowered to enact legislation for the colony, but its actions were subject to veto by the governor, council and ultimately by the directors in London. Nevertheless, such a legislative body would have been unthinkable in the Spanish or French colonies of that day, which highlights the degree to which the concept of a limited monarchy had become accepted by the English people. 


Voting for the burgesses was limited to landowning males over 17 years of age. 


In 1624, Virginia became a royal colony. The House of Burgesses continued to meet, but its influence was severely restricted. Despite limitations on its actions, the assembly listed within its later ranks such notables as � HYPERLINK "http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h658.html" �George Washington�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h664.html" �Thomas Jefferson� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h606.html" �Patrick Henry�, and would assume a major leadership role in the movement toward � HYPERLINK "http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h607.html" �independence�.











