La gramática: Masculine and Feminine Nouns
& Making Them Plural
· All nouns in Spanish are either masculine or feminine

· If the noun ends in an –a, it is usually feminine

mesa…




silla…

· If the noun ends in an –e or an –o, it is usually masculine

libro…




gabinete

· Words that end in –ción and –dad are usually feminine

televisión…



nación

· Words that end in –pa and –ma are usually masculine

mapa…




programa

· In Spanish, when we are talking about a specific person, place, thing or idea, we put the word “THE” in front of the noun.  The four ways of saying “THE” are:  

el… 




los… 

la… 




las…

· When we are talking about a non- specific person, place, thing or idea, we put the word “A” or “AN” or “SOME” in front of the noun.  The two ways of saying “A” or “AN” are:

un…




una…

The two ways of saying “SOME” are:

unos…




unas…

· If the noun ends in a vowel, add -S to make it plural

diccionario…



calculadora…

· If the noun ends in a consonant, add –ES to make it plural

papel…




marcador

· If the noun ends in Z, change the Z to a C and add –ES

· If we are making the noun plural, then “THE” or the “A” or “AN” must be changed to plural also.

· To make an adjective feminine, change the ending O to A

un chico simpático….

una chica simpática

· If the adjective ends in e or in a consonant, the adjective does not have a different feminine form

un libro grande


una casa grande

· To make an adjective plural, add an S if the adjective ends in a vowel

El es amable.



Ellos son amables.

· If the adjective ends in a consonant, add ES to make it plural

La clase es difícil.


Las clases son difíciles.

