La gramática: Reflexive verbs

1. What are reflexive verbs?

These are verbs (actions) that we do for ourselves, as opposed to doing the same activity for others.  For example, if you had a little brother or sister, you would have to help him or her:

a. take a bath

b. brush their hair

c. eat breakfast, etc.

When you are doing the activity for yourself, it is considered a reflexive verb.  When you do the activity for others, it is considered a non- reflexive verb.

2. How do we recognize reflexive verbs?

All reflexive verbs have the letters –se on the very end of the verb, when it is in the infinitive, or the “to” form.

3. How do we conjugate reflexive verbs?

Reflexive verbs are really –ar, -er, or –ir verbs with an additional ending to change.  

4. When we conjugate a reflexive verb, we always start from the end and work back:

a. Conjugate the se:

b. Conjugate the –ar, -er, or –ir.

c. Finish with the shoe, or go- go, only if needed.

El vocabulario: La rutina diaria

1 acostarse (a la cama) _____________________

2 bañarse_____________________

3 ducharse_____________________

4 cortarse (el pelo) _____________________

5 lavarse (la mano, los dientes) _____________________

6 peinarse (el pelo) _____________________

7 cepillarse (el pelo, los dientes) _____________________

8 ponerse (los zapatos) _____________________

9 vestirse (con la ropa) _____________________

10 maquillarse (con el pintalabios, pintauñas, etc.) _____________________

11 desayunarse_____________________

12 almorzarse_____________________

13 cenarse_____________________

14 afeitarse (la barba, las piernas) _____________________

15 despertarse (de la cama) _____________________

16 levantarse (de la silla) _____________________

17 secarse (con toalla) _____________________

18 sentarse (en la silla) _____________________

19 dormirse_____________________

